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Occupations
Number 

Employed 

Lawyers 562
Legal secretaries 409
Paralegals 231
Law clerks 120
Receptionists 86
Accounting clerks 78
Messengers 38
Typists (incl Word Processing) 32
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Job Title
% 

Growth
Annual 

Openings
Lawyers 24.0% 48
Legal Secretaries 15.4% 14
Paralegals 82.1% 23
Law Clerks -2.4% 2
Receptionists 23.7% 92
Bookkeepers -2.9% 72
Messengers 12.0% 8
Typists -10.2% 18
All occupations 14.5%
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Occupations

Number 
Employed 

in1998 % Growth
Annual 

Openings

Nursing Aide 658 26.7% 27
Receptionist 1,000 34.8% 54
Medical Secretary 167 41.9% 10
Assistant 45 40.0% 3
Pharmacy Tech 45 8.8% 1
Avg Occup 18.4%
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Occupations First Quartile Average
Third 

Quartile
Nursing Aide $7.13 $8.55 $9.41
Receptionist $6.73 $9.31 $11.19
Medical Secretary $10.87 $13.53 $16.38
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Occupations

Primary 
Employing 
Industry

% of Occ in 
Primary 
Industry

Secondary 
Employing 
Industry

% of Occ in 
Secondary 

Industry

Nursing Aide

Nursing and 
Personal Care 
Facilities 65% Hospitals 16%

Receptionist

Offices and 
Clinics of 
Medical Doctors 21%

Personnel Supply 
Services 9%

Medical 
Secretary

Offices and 
Clinics of 
Medical Doctors 55%

Offices and 
Clinics of 
Dentists 17%

Pharmacy 
Assistant

Offices and 
Clinics of 53% Hospitals 44%

Pharmacy Tech Drug Stores 80%
Department 
Stores 11%
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Current 
Number 

Employed

Industry 
Growth 

Rate 
Ten-Year Net 

Growth
Hospitals 7,910 2.6% 206
Offices and Clinics 
of Medical Doctors 1,738 15.1% 262
Colleges and 
Universities 1,343 26.8% 360
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Growth in 

1st Year
Percent 
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Grow th in 
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Percent 
Growth

General Office Clerk 62 1.8% 65 1.9%
Food Preparation Worker 96 2.4% 121 2.9%
Truck Driver, Heavy 36 1.5% 31 1.3%
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1998 2008
Annual 

Percent Annual Annual Job 
Occupation Change Growth Openings

General Office 
Clerk 2,885 3,286 1.4% 40 106
Food 
Preparation 
Worker 1,270 1,857 4.6% 59 124
Truck Driver, 
Heavy 2,194 2,714 2.4% 52 83

Employment
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Labor Market

Population & 
Percent 
Change

Labor Force & 
Unemployment 

Rate

Average 
Weekly 

Wage

Future 
Employment 

Outlook

Whatcom Most recent number 161,300 84,000 $492 95,039
Percent 30.4% 5.0% 18.7%

Yakima Most recent number 186,200 121,000 $431 123,265
Percent 14.0% 8.1% 11.1%

WASHINGTON Most recent number 5,757,400 3,081,300 $687 3,583,190
Percent 21.8% 4.8% 17.8%

General Office Clerk Whatcom Region Yakima Region
Current Employment 1,722 1,769
Future Employment to 2008 1,997 1,899
Growth Rate 15.9% 7.3%
Annual Openings 67 53
Average Wage $10.13 $10.02
Entry Wage $8.18 $7.90
Experienced Wage $11.89 $11.72
Primary Employing Industry Colleges & Universities Local Government
Second Employing Industry Personnel Supply Services Personnel Supply Services
Third Employing Industry Indiv & Family Services Preserved Fruits & Vegetables
Growth Rate of Primary Industry 25.7% 1.1%
Growth Rate of Second Industry 64.3% 24.6%
Growth Rate of Third Industry 58.1% 0.5%
Most Likely Employer Western WA University Yakima Police Dept
Alternative Employer Whatcom Com College Yakima District Office
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